STATE OF SOUTH CAROLIMNA BEFORE THE SOUTH CARQLINA

COUNTY OF RICHLAND STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
In Be: Greenville Technical Charter High

Schaool FINAL ORDER
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This matter iy belore the State Board of Education as an appeal froan the decigion of the
Greenville County Board of Education denying the consideration of Greemville Technical
College’s Charter School application. A public hearing was held on May 13, 1958 in Columbia,
South Carolina. Wade Cleveland, Esquire appeared on behalf of the Greeenville County Board of
Education and Trr. Tom Bartone, President of Greenville Technical College and Mr, Bob
Crawford, Doard Chair appeared on behalf of Gresnville Technical Charter High School.  Alse
present for the Thstrict were Dr. Rudolph Gordon, Superintendent, Mr. I Coleman Shouse,

Board Chair, Ms. Margarct Burch, Board Member, and Mr. Roger Mesk, Toard Member.

FACTS

Om March 11, 1997, the Distiict wdopled 8 policy reganding charter school applications,
The palicy required “Persons seeking such approval [of 2 charler school application] must
sabmit written apphcations W the district Superintendent no later than the March | immeliately
preceding the date on which they intend 10 cpen the charter school.”™ (District’s Exhibit F). The
policy was adopted throogh o lwo step reading process and was made parl of the Thistrct’s

policies,



On March 27, 1998, Greenville Technical College, by its President Thomas E. Barton,
submitted an application from the Grecnville Technical Charter Figh School for the 1998-1999
schoal vear to Ir Gordon and Chainman Shouse of the Districe.

O Ageil 1, 1998, the Committee of the Whols of the Greenville County School District
Bowrd of Trustees voted to “decline consideration of the application from Greenville Tech for a
Charter School because they failed Lo mect the application deadline.” (District’s Exhibit C). The
Board of Trustees approved “the Conunitlee of the Wholc's recommendation to not consider the
Greenville Tech application since the school did not meet the deadline ™ By letter dated Apeil
16, 1998, Chairman Shouwse notified Greenville Tech of the Board's action.  Robert Crewford,
representing Greenville Tech, wroele a lotter to Chalrman Shouse requesting the reasons for the
denial. Dy letter dated April 21, 1998, Chairman Shouse mare fally explained the reasans for
not considering the application.

Greerville Tech filed an appeal with the State Board of Education on April 24, 1998,

ANALYSIS

Pursuant to 5.C. Code Section 59-40.70 (A) “|t|he local school board may establish a
schedule for receiving applications from charter schools .. ™ Itis undizputed that the Tocal
Board had an existing policy, which required charter school applicalions to be submitted by
March 1 lor the Tollewing school vear. The deadiing was clearly set forth in Greensille County
Scheol District Policy IEK{P).

It is well established that ahzence of knowledpe of a law is not an oxcuse. (See, Labruch

v. City of Nerth Charleston, 268 5.C. 465, 234 S E2d 866 (1977} “Citizens are charged with

knowledge of existing law. Accordingly, cognizance ol cily ordinances is presumed.” [citation

ka



o

omitted ]’ l-.'IH A LS. Zowing Secion 341, " An absence of knowledps of o zoming wdinance _ .
Lo not constituts & defenis th the enfivcoment of th ordinence;” ond 21 Am. Jur 2d Ordminaf
Low Section 162, “Thet ignorance o misiake of law will nat ageose an act in vislation of the
criminal laos is 3 privciple sn univerzally scceptod as to be axiomatic™). A sclwol board pattey
in smalogous to & local ordinancs, Thacofors parsugal b thig well uetabliched puls of low, wa find
thit Sheanville Tach's alleged lack of kiuwledgs of the Bistcict’y policy TEN(T) does nert valiave

it of the polisy” s réquirernunts_
CONCLUSION

The Locat Boad’s decision to deny comsiderotion of Greenvills Tech™s application
bocause it was ffed afler the Local Boad's deadline fur filing applicstions is wpheld, 1
Ureenville Toch chouses 1o have this application considered for the 19992000 school vear
Greenvitke Tech shalt nefify the Districr, in wiicdng of such intemion, and the Districl shall
wingdar the applicaien purseant to s palicy YER(F for the 1999-2000 schaal vear. Sreenviiia
Touh shall aTan have the dght Lo limely Blo anather spplicarion with the Distriet for futtre school
yedrs.

South £arptina Sinte Bdard of Education

Colwmbie, South Cardling
June 2, 1908



